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word happy, when he retired from the world. And
he explains to the king why persons should adopt
this course from other motives than those of disap-
pointment, poverty, or old age.

Having " gone forth," as the technical expression
runs, Gotama went first to Rajagaha, the capital
city of the neighbouring kingdom of Magadha.
His visit is described in one of the ancient poems I
have referred to as being included in the canon, and
I will quote it as a specimen of the kind of bio-
graphical material we find in these records. It is
called the Pabbajjd Stitta^ and is contained in the
Sutta Nipata. Of course all the beauty of the rhythm
in the Pali text of the simple ballad is lost in my
prose version.

1.  I will praise the homeless life, such as the Far-
Seeing One led, such as when he had thought the
matter o'er he deliberately chose as the homeless
life.

2.  " Full of hindrances is this household life, the
haunt of passion;   free as .the air is the homeless
state."    Thus he considered, and went forth.

3.  And when he had gone forth he gave up wrong-
doing, both in action and in words, and he made
his mode of livelihood quite pure.

4.  To the King's town the Buddha went, to Girib-